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did all his neighbours, to whom he sent missionaries,
turn Buddhist.
The mission to Ceylon, however, headed by his son or
•nephew, Mahinda, in the eighteenth year of his reign, was
'crowned with success. The story is fully told in the Great
Chronicle of the Island,1 where one may visit the rock-
hewn study of the princely monk and gaze over the wide
plain once fertile and populous, now almost deserted, as
the great irrigation works which this mission inaugurated
have fallen into decay. Eight miles away tower the great
Stupas of the sacred city of Anuradhapura, which came to
rival the monuments of Asoka himself,
Of Asoka's other missionaries, remains have been found
at Sanchi. Here a relic-box of sandstone was discovered,
and the inscription tells us that it contained the relics of
'all the teachers beginning with Kassapagota', Within
were four caskets and the names of ten great teachers.
The first of these were missionaries to the wild tribes of
the Hemavakas or Himalayas* In Rajputana there has
been found an edict of Asoka addressed especially to the
Buddhist monks who were his representatives in this
important outpost. It begins with a statement of his faith
in the Buddha, his Teaching, and his Order of Monks,
wishes them health and happiness, and goes on to com-
mend all the Teachings of the Buddha; 'all that has been
said by the Lord has been well said'.
But it recommends certain passages of scripture as
essential both for monks and laity. Though these passages
are variously identified by scholars, there seems no doubt
that they represent a selection from the great mass of the
Buddhist books, and include certain rules of discipline
and of meditation, and certain passages of ethical precepts
such as the sermon the Buddha delivered to his son Rahula
on speaking the truth, and that to the young layman
Sigalo, instructing him to find in the duties of daily life
the true worship of the gods*
It is clear that the Emperor aimed at uniting his people
1 Mahawamsa, ed. by W. Geiger*

